
 

www.iaset.us                                                                                                                                                                                                        editor@iaset.us 

 

CHALLENGES IN INTERWORKING OF MULTI-VENDOR 5G O-RAN NETWORKS 

Imran Khan
1
, Krishna Kishor Tirupati

2
, Pronoy Chopra

3
, Er. Aman Shrivastav

4
, Shalu Jain

5
 & 

 Prof. (Dr) Sangeet Vashishtha
6 

1
Scholar, Visvesvaraya Technological University, College - MVJ College of Engineering, Bangalore, India 

2
Scholar, International Institute of Information Technology Bangalore JOHNS CREEK, GA, India 

3Scholar, University of Oklahoma USA 

4
Independent Researcher, ABESIT Engineering College, Ghaziabad, India 

5
Reserach Independent Researcher, Maharaja Agrasen Himalayan Garhwal University, Pauri Garhwal,  

Uttarakhand, India 
6IIMT University, Meerut, India 

 

ABSTRACT 

The Open Radio Access Network (O-RAN) architecture promises to revolutionize 5G networks by fostering interoperability 

between multi-vendor solutions, lowering costs, and accelerating innovation. However, integrating diverse components 

from different vendors within this architecture presents significant challenges. One of the primary issues is the lack of stan-

dardized interfaces, which can lead to incompatibility between vendor products. Additionally, achieving consistent per-

formance and ensuring seamless communication across dissimilar hardware and software systems is complex. Interwork-

ing across different radio units (RUs), distributed units (DUs), and centralized units (CUs) further complicates system in-

tegration. Vendor-specific implementations often hinder flexibility, while ensuring end-to-end security and reliability in an 

open and diverse ecosystem becomes a challenge. Addressing these technical issues requires collaboration across vendors, 

regulators, and standardization bodies to define universal protocols and testing frameworks. This paper explores these 

challenges and offers insights into potential solutions for creating a truly interoperable multi-vendor 5G O-RAN network.  
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I.INTRODUCTION 

The evolution of telecommunications networks has been marked by continuous innovation, with each generation of wire-

less technology introducing new capabilities that reshape industries and society. The fifth generation of mobile networks, 

known as 5G, is not merely an incremental improvement over previous generations but a transformational leap that offers 

faster speeds, lower latency, greater network reliability, and the ability to support massive machine-type communications. 

Central to the 5G revolution is the Open Radio Access Network (O-RAN), an open, interoperable architecture that seeks to 

redefine how mobile networks are built and managed. 
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Traditionally, Radio Access Networks (RANs) were provided by single vendors in a closed ecosystem, meaning 

that operators were locked into the hardware and software of a specific vendor. This model limited flexibility and innova-

tion, as integrating components from different suppliers was often impractical due to proprietary interfaces. O-RAN seeks 

to break this cycle by standardizing the interfaces between various RAN components, allowing operators to mix and match 

hardware and software from different vendors. This multi-vendor approach opens the door to greater competition, cost sav-

ings, and faster deployment of new technologies. However, it also presents several technical and operational challenges, 

particularly when it comes to achieving seamless interworking between components from different suppliers. 

This introduction explores the significance of 5G O-RAN in the telecommunications landscape, the potential benefits of 

multi-vendor interoperability, and the numerous challenges that arise from implementing a multi-vendor network. We will 

delve into key issues such as interface standardization, performance optimization, security concerns, and network man-

agement complexities, all of which need to be addressed to realize the full potential of O-RAN. Additionally, the impor-

tance of collaboration between vendors, standardization bodies, and network operators in overcoming these challenges will 

be discussed. 

2. Background on 5G and O-RAN 

The need for advanced telecommunications networks has never been greater. With the proliferation of smart devices, the 

rise of the Internet of Things (IoT), and the increasing demand for high-speed connectivity, 5G technology emerged as a 

solution to address the limitations of previous generations. 5G offers higher data rates, reduced latency, and the capacity to 

connect billions of devices, making it a critical enabler of future technologies such as autonomous vehicles, smart cities, 

and industrial automation. 

Within the 5G architecture, the Radio Access Network (RAN) plays a crucial role. The RAN is responsible for 

connecting user devices to the core network and consists of several key components, including radio units (RUs), distrib-

uted units (DUs), and centralized units (CUs). Traditionally, these components were tightly integrated and provided by a 

single vendor. However, this approach limited the flexibility of network operators to innovate and optimize their networks 

based on specific needs. Recognizing the limitations of traditional RANs, the O-RAN Alliance was formed to promote an 

open and intelligent RAN architecture. 

 
 

O-RAN introduces open interfaces between the RAN components, enabling operators to source equipment from 

multiple vendors. This open architecture fosters innovation, allowing for greater competition among vendors and leading to 

potentially lower costs and faster time-to-market for new features. However, the integration of components from different 

vendors is not without its challenges, as the interoperability of these components depends on adherence to open standards 

and protocols. 
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3. The Multi-Vendor Approach: Opportunities and Benefits 

The multi-vendor approach supported by O-RAN offers several benefits that have the potential to revolutionize the tele-

communications industry. The primary advantage is the ability to reduce vendor lock-in, giving operators the freedom to 

choose the best-of-breed components that meet their specific requirements. This competition among vendors can drive 

down costs and increase innovation, as vendors strive to offer superior products and services to remain competitive. 

Moreover, the open interfaces defined by O-RAN provide greater flexibility for network operators. For example, 

an operator could choose a radio unit from one vendor, a distributed unit from another, and a centralized unit from yet an-

other. This modular approach allows operators to optimize their networks based on their geographic and business needs, 

tailoring the network architecture to meet the specific demands of urban, suburban, or rural environments. 

Additionally, the O-RAN architecture enables the introduction of advanced capabilities such as artificial intelli-

gence (AI) and machine learning (ML) into the RAN. These technologies can be used to optimize network performance, 

predict and mitigate network issues, and automate network management tasks. By integrating AI and ML into the RAN, 

operators can enhance the quality of service and improve operational efficiency. 

Despite these advantages, the shift to a multi-vendor, open RAN architecture presents several challenges, particu-

larly when it comes to ensuring seamless interworking between different vendors' equipment. These challenges must be 

addressed for the O-RAN vision to be fully realized. 

4. Challenges in Interworking of Multi-Vendor O-RAN Networks 

The key challenge of implementing a multi-vendor O-RAN network lies in achieving seamless interoperability between 

components from different vendors. While the O-RAN Alliance has defined open interfaces and protocols to facilitate this 

interoperability, there are still several technical and operational hurdles that need to be overcome. 

4.1 Standardization and Interface Compatibility 

One of the most significant challenges in the multi-vendor O-RAN ecosystem is the lack of fully standardized interfaces 

across vendors. Although the O-RAN Alliance has made significant progress in defining open interfaces between RAN 

components, different vendors may interpret these standards differently or implement proprietary extensions. This can lead 

to compatibility issues when integrating components from multiple vendors, as slight differences in implementation can 

cause performance degradation or even complete system failures. 

Ensuring that all vendors adhere strictly to the O-RAN standards is critical for achieving interoperability. How-

ever, vendors may have incentives to introduce proprietary features that differentiate their products from competitors. This 

can lead to a situation where components from different vendors are technically compliant with the standards but are still 

unable to interwork effectively. 

4.2 Performance Optimization 

In a multi-vendor O-RAN network, achieving consistent performance across different components is a major challenge. 

Each vendor's hardware and software may have different performance characteristics, and optimizing the network to ensure 

uniform quality of service across all components can be difficult. For example, a radio unit from one vendor may perform 

differently when paired with a distributed unit from another vendor, leading to variations in network latency, throughput, 

and reliability. 
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Moreover, the introduction of advanced features such as AI and ML into the RAN adds an additional layer of 

complexity to performance optimization. These technologies rely on data from various network components, and ensuring 

that this data is collected, processed, and acted upon in a timely manner is critical for maintaining network performance. 

4.3 Security Concerns 

The open nature of the O-RAN architecture introduces new security risks. In a traditional single-vendor RAN, security was 

primarily the responsibility of the vendor, who could ensure that all components were designed and tested to meet specific 

security requirements. In a multi-vendor O-RAN, however, the responsibility for security is shared between multiple ven-

dors, making it more difficult to ensure that all components meet the necessary security standards. 

Additionally, the open interfaces defined by O-RAN could be exploited by malicious actors to launch cyberat-

tacks. For example, an attacker could potentially exploit vulnerabilities in one vendor's software to gain access to the 

broader network. Ensuring end-to-end security in a multi-vendor O-RAN network requires a coordinated effort between 

vendors, operators, and regulators to define and enforce strict security standards. 

4.4 Network Management and Orchestration 

Managing and orchestrating a multi-vendor O-RAN network is more complex than managing a traditional single-vendor 

network. In a multi-vendor environment, operators need to manage and monitor equipment from different vendors, each 

with its own unique configuration and management tools. This can lead to increased operational complexity and the need 

for specialized training for network operators. 

Moreover, ensuring that all components are properly orchestrated to work together seamlessly requires advanced 

network management systems. These systems need to be capable of handling the complexities of a multi-vendor environ-

ment, including managing different software versions, configurations, and performance metrics. Achieving this level of 

orchestration is critical for maintaining network reliability and ensuring a high quality of service. 

5. Collaboration and Future Directions 

To address the challenges of interworking in multi-vendor O-RAN networks, collaboration between vendors, network op-

erators, and standardization bodies is essential. Vendors must work together to ensure that their products adhere strictly to 

the O-RAN standards and are fully interoperable with components from other vendors. Network operators, in turn, need to 

invest in the necessary tools and training to manage the complexities of a multi-vendor network effectively. 

In addition, the role of standardization bodies such as the O-RAN Alliance and 3GPP will be critical in defining 

and enforcing the open standards that enable multi-vendor interoperability. These organizations must continue to refine the 

O-RAN specifications to address the evolving needs of the telecommunications industry and ensure that all vendors are 

held to the same standards. 

The Open Radio Access Network (O-RAN) represents a significant shift in the telecommunications industry, of-

fering the potential for greater flexibility, cost savings, and innovation through the adoption of a multi-vendor approach. 

However, the challenges of interworking between components from different vendors must be addressed to realize the full 

potential of O-RAN. Standardization, performance optimization, security, and network management are all critical areas 

that require ongoing attention and collaboration. By working together, vendors, operators, and standardization bodies can 

overcome these challenges and unlock the full benefits of 5G O-RAN networks. 
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW (2017–2022) 

1. Introduction to the Review 

The rapid deployment of 5G technology across the globe has seen the rise of the Open Radio Access Network (O-RAN) 

concept, which aims to democratize access to network infrastructure by fostering multi-vendor collaboration. However, 

while O-RAN brings the promise of innovation, flexibility, and cost-effectiveness, it also presents challenges, particularly 

in achieving seamless interworking between components from different vendors. This literature review synthesizes re-

search findings, case studies, and technical reports from 2017 to 2022 on the interworking challenges in multi-vendor 5G 

O-RAN networks, highlighting technical, operational, and security challenges as well as proposed solutions. 

2. Technical Challenges in Multi-Vendor Interworking 

2.1. Standardization and Interface Compatibility One of the central themes in the literature is the challenge posed 

by the lack of universal standards across vendors. Reports from 2018 to 2020 by Chih-Lin I. et al. highlighted that while 

the O-RAN Alliance has made progress in defining open interfaces, various vendors have different interpretations and pro-

prietary extensions of these standards, leading to compatibility issues. Tang et al. (2021) pointed out that despite adherence 

to O-RAN standards, slight variations in implementation often cause performance bottlenecks or failures in multi-vendor 

setups, affecting overall network efficiency. Furthermore, Gupta et al. (2019) emphasized that achieving true interoperabil-

ity requires more rigorous testing and certification protocols across vendors, with their research suggesting that only 60% 

of multi-vendor networks achieve optimal interoperability without extensive customization. 

2.2. Performance Optimization According to Lin et al. (2020), performance optimization across multi-vendor net-

works is another area of concern, especially due to the varied performance characteristics of different vendor hardware. For 

instance, vendors may differ in how their hardware handles latency-sensitive applications, leading to inconsistent perform-

ance. Foukas et al. (2019) noted that network slicing techniques often need to be adjusted for each vendor's equipment, 

which further complicates real-time network optimization. Yang et al. (2021) conducted an in-depth study on performance 

issues, suggesting that while multi-vendor O-RAN networks show promise, real-time performance tuning, especially in 

dense urban environments, remains challenging. Their findings also suggested that AI-based performance optimization 

tools could help mitigate these issues, but these systems also require a high degree of customization for each vendor. 

2.3. Orchestration and Network Management The literature also extensively discusses the operational complexity 

of managing a multi-vendor 5G O-RAN network. Zhou et al. (2020) found that traditional network management systems 

are often ill-suited to handling the intricacies of multi-vendor environments, requiring the development of new, more intel-

ligent orchestration tools. Shen et al. (2021) suggested that one of the primary issues lies in the integration of these orches-

tration systems with legacy RAN management systems, as many operators are transitioning from 4G to 5G. Their findings 

indicated that 90% of surveyed operators faced difficulties in harmonizing management systems across vendors, which led 

to increased operational costs and service delays. 

3. Security Concerns in Multi-Vendor O-RAN 

3.1 Security in an Open Ecosystem As highlighted by Foukas et al. (2019) and Zhang et al. (2020), the open architecture of 

O-RAN introduces significant security vulnerabilities, especially in the case of multi-vendor setups. Each vendor is re-

sponsible for securing their own hardware and software, but the integration of different components creates new attack 

vectors. Mehrotra et al. (2021) pointed out that despite efforts to standardize security protocols across vendors, there is still 
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a lack of cohesive, end-to-end security frameworks that can adequately protect a multi-vendor O-RAN network. Their re-

search, conducted on testbed environments, showed that 40% of multi-vendor networks were susceptible to cyberattacks, 

mainly due to poor coordination between vendors' security implementations. 

3.2 Potential for Supply Chain Attacks Several reports, including Haque et al. (2020), have raised concerns about 

the risk of supply chain attacks in multi-vendor O-RAN deployments. These attacks can occur when malicious actors ex-

ploit vulnerabilities in a specific vendor’s hardware or software to infiltrate the entire network. The findings from Luo et al. 

(2021) showed that multi-vendor networks were more prone to such attacks due to the complex nature of their supply 

chains, where different components are sourced from various regions and regulatory environments. Haque et al. recom-

mended the establishment of stringent security guidelines for vendors and better transparency regarding supply chain risks, 

which could help mitigate this threat. 

4. Research on Solutions and Innovations 

4.1 Advances in AI and Machine Learning for O-RAN Recent studies have focused on how AI and machine learning (ML) 

can be leveraged to address the interworking challenges in multi-vendor O-RAN networks. Wang et al. (2020) proposed 

using AI-driven algorithms to predict and resolve potential compatibility issues between components from different ven-

dors. Their research showed that AI systems could automate much of the configuration and management processes, signifi-

cantly reducing the operational burden on network operators. 

Furthermore, Bai et al. (2021) demonstrated the effectiveness of AI in real-time performance monitoring and op-

timization. By utilizing AI to monitor network traffic and adjust parameters dynamically, they achieved a 25% increase in 

network performance consistency in a multi-vendor O-RAN environment. However, they also noted that the effectiveness 

of AI systems depends on the availability of high-quality data from all vendors, which remains a challenge due to data-

sharing concerns between competitors. 

4.2 Enhanced Standardization Efforts The ongoing work by the O-RAN Alliance has also focused on creating 

stricter adherence to interface standards to ensure better interoperability. Raj et al. (2021) highlighted that the Alliance’s 

introduction of new certification processes for vendors in 2020 has improved the success rate of multi-vendor interwork-

ing, with a 15% increase in certification compliance observed between 2020 and 2022. Thomas et al. (2022) emphasized 

that while this is a step in the right direction, more work is needed to ensure that standards keep pace with the rapid evolu-

tion of 5G technologies. 

4.3 Testbeds and Proof-of-Concept Deployments Several case studies from 2020 to 2022 provide insights into 

proof-of-concept deployments of multi-vendor O-RAN networks. Matsumoto et al. (2021) reported on the deployment of a 

multi-vendor O-RAN in Japan, which demonstrated the feasibility of interworking between different vendors but also high-

lighted the need for better coordination and testing tools to address interoperability challenges. Similarly, Smith et al. 

(2022) conducted tests in Europe, showing that while performance was generally satisfactory, the time required to integrate 

components from different vendors was substantially higher than in single-vendor deployments. Their research suggests 

that improved automation tools could reduce the time and cost associated with multi-vendor integrations. 

5. Future Directions 

The literature from 2017 to 2022 highlights both the potential and the challenges of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. 

While the benefits of flexibility, cost savings, and innovation are clear, the technical, operational, and security challenges 
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associated with interworking between different vendors remain significant. Research has identified several areas for im-

provement, including better standardization, enhanced AI-driven management tools, and more comprehensive security 

frameworks. Moving forward, collaboration between vendors, standardization bodies, and network operators will be key to 

overcoming these challenges and realizing the full potential of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. 

 
 

The research findings indicate that while progress has been made, there is still a long way to go before multi-

vendor O-RAN networks can achieve the same level of performance and reliability as single-vendor networks. Future re-

search should focus on developing more robust testing and certification processes, improving AI-based management sys-

tems, and ensuring that security remains a top priority in this evolving ecosystem. 

This literature review encapsulates the latest research findings and reports on the challenges in interworking of 

multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. It incorporates key studies, innovations, and ongoing developments that are shaping 

the future of 5G O-RAN networks. 

III. PROBLEM STATEMENT 

The deployment of fifth-generation (5G) mobile networks represents a transformative leap in telecommunications, offering 

unprecedented speed, reliability, and support for new applications such as the Internet of Things (IoT), smart cities, and 

autonomous systems. One of the key innovations associated with 5G is the adoption of the Open Radio Access Network 

(O-RAN) architecture, which promotes interoperability between hardware and software components from different ven-

dors. This shift to a multi-vendor model introduces flexibility, cost savings, and accelerated innovation. However, it also 

presents substantial challenges related to ensuring seamless interworking between these diverse components, which are 

critical for realizing the full potential of 5G O-RAN networks. 

Core Problem 

The fundamental problem addressed in this study is the complexity of achieving seamless interworking between multiple 

vendors' components in 5G O-RAN networks. Unlike traditional, single-vendor RAN deployments where compatibility 

and integration are ensured through proprietary interfaces, O-RAN's open architecture relies on standardized interfaces to 

facilitate interoperability. However, despite the presence of these standards, practical implementations of multi-vendor O-

RAN networks frequently experience issues with performance inconsistency, security vulnerabilities, and operational inef-

ficiencies. This is mainly due to variations in how vendors interpret and implement these standards, leading to challenges 

in achieving true interworking across disparate systems. 
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Key Challenges 

1. Interface Compatibility and Standardization 

The O-RAN Alliance and other standardization bodies have introduced open interfaces to enable interoperability between 

components like radio units (RUs), distributed units (DUs), and centralized units (CUs) from different vendors. However, 

differences in how vendors implement these standards, or in some cases the use of proprietary extensions, result in com-

patibility issues that disrupt network functionality. This lack of universal adherence to standards makes it difficult for op-

erators to integrate and manage multi-vendor networks, leading to reduced performance and increased operational com-

plexity. 

2. Performance Optimization 

Achieving consistent and optimal performance across a multi-vendor O-RAN network is a significant technical challenge. 

Each vendor’s equipment has unique performance characteristics, making it difficult to maintain uniformity in network 

performance metrics such as latency, throughput, and reliability. Performance variations become even more pronounced in 

dense network environments, where real-time optimization is critical. Without seamless interworking, performance bottle-

necks can arise when components from different vendors fail tooperatein sync. 

3. Security Vulnerabilities 

The open and modular nature of O-RAN introduces additional security risks, especially in multi-vendor environments. 

Each vendor is responsible for securing their own hardware and software, but when components are integrated from multi-

ple vendors, ensuring consistent security across the entire network becomes more difficult. The fragmented nature of secu-

rity implementations can lead to potential attack vectors that threaten the integrity and confidentiality of network data. 

Moreover, the increased complexity of managing a multi-vendor O-RAN network creates more opportunities for cyber 

attackers to exploit vulnerabilities. 

4. Network Management and Orchestration 

Managing and orchestrating a multi-vendor 5G O-RAN network is inherently more complex than managing a traditional 

single-vendor network. Each vendor provides its own management systems, leading to a lack of uniformity in network 

monitoring, configuration, and optimization. This fragmentation results in higher operational costs and the need for more 

specialized knowledge to manage the complexities of different vendors' systems. Furthermore, harmonizing software ver-

sions, firmware updates, and performance tuning across vendors adds to the operational burden. 

5. Integration Time and Cost 

The process of integrating and testing components from different vendors in an O-RAN network takes significantly more 

time and resources than in single-vendor deployments. Network operators must spend additional time ensuring that the 

hardware and software from each vendor can communicate effectively, leading to increased time-to-market and higher de-

ployment costs. These integration challenges are compounded by the need for extensive testing to validate interoperability 

and performance across the multi-vendor ecosystem. 

Research Gaps and Needs 
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The existing body of research has identified many of the challenges associated with interworking in multi-vendor O-RAN 

networks, but there are still gaps in understanding the full extent of these problems and developing comprehensive solu-

tions. Several areas require further investigation: 

 Enhanced Standardization Frameworks: While the O-RAN Alliance has defined open interfaces, more rigorous 

standardization and certification processes are needed to ensure that all vendors adhere to these standards in a 

consistent manner. Developing universal testing protocols that validate multi-vendor compatibility and perform-

ance is critical. 

 AI and Automation for Performance Optimization: Advanced tools, particularly those driven by artificial intel-

ligence (AI) and machine learning (ML), offer the potential to dynamically optimize performance across multi-

vendor networks. However, these tools are still in early stages of development, and more research is needed to de-

termine how AI/ML can be effectively implemented for real-time performance tuning in multi-vendor O-RAN 

networks. 

 Comprehensive Security Solutions: There is a need for end-to-end security frameworks that can address the 

unique vulnerabilities of multi-vendor O-RAN deployments. Research should focus on identifying best practices 

for securing open interfaces and ensuring consistent security implementations across all vendors. 

 Efficient Network Orchestration: The complexity of managing and orchestrating multi-vendor O-RAN net-

works calls for the development of more sophisticated orchestration tools that can unify the management of dif-

ferent vendors' components. These tools should provide real-time monitoring, configuration, and optimization ca-

pabilities to ensure seamless network operations. 

The current study focuses on identifying and addressing the critical challenges associated with the interworking of 

multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. Specifically, the study aims to investigate the technical, operational, and security chal-

lenges that arise from integrating disparate components from multiple vendors in an open, interoperable network architec-

ture. The lack of standardized implementation across vendors, performance inconsistency, security vulnerabilities, and the 

complexities of network management are key issues that prevent the seamless deployment and operation of multi-vendor 

O-RAN networks. By exploring these challenges and identifying potential solutions, the study seeks to provide a frame-

work for improving multi-vendor interworking and unlocking the full potential of 5G O-RAN networks. 

Objectives 

 To analyse the technical challenges related to interface compatibility and standardization in multi-vendor O-RAN 

networks. 

 To investigate the performance optimization issues in multi-vendor environments and identifytools or methods for 

mitigating these problems. 

 To assess the security vulnerabilities introduced by multi-vendor deployments and propose comprehensive secu-

rity solutions. 

 To explore network management and orchestration tools that can simplify the operation of multi-vendor O-RAN 

networks. 
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 To offer actionable recommendations for improving interworking in multi-vendor 5G O-RAN deployments, in-

cluding enhanced standardization, AI-driven optimization, and robust security frameworks. 

The successful resolution of these challenges is essential for the widespread adoption of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN 

networks, which promise to transform the telecommunications industry by providing greater flexibility, lower costs, and 

faster innovation cycles. 

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

1. Research Design 

The study adopts an exploratory and descriptive research design. Given the novelty of 5G O-RAN technology and its 

multi-vendor ecosystem, an exploratory approach is necessary to identify and understand the key challenges in interopera-

bility. The descriptive element of the research will allow for the detailed documentation of the identified issues and solu-

tions, providing a framework for future studies and practical applications. 

The research will be divided into the following phases: 

 Phase 1: Literature review and secondary data analysis to understand the current state of knowledge on O-RAN 

interworking challenges. 

 Phase 2: Empirical data collection through expert interviews, case studies, and simulations in controlled environ-

ments to test multi-vendor interoperability. 

 Phase 3: Quantitative analysis of network performance data, and security risks associated with multi-vendor de-

ployments. 

 Phase 4: Synthesis of findings and formulation of recommendations. 

2. Research Methods 

2.1 Literature Review 

The first step in the research methodology will be an extensive literature review to establish the existing body of knowl-

edge regarding 5G O-RAN networks and the specific challenges of interworking in multi-vendor environments. The re-

view will focus on: 

 Academic journals 

 Industry reports from telecom organizations and the O-RAN Alliance 

 Technical whitepapers from network vendors 

 Case studies from previous 5G O-RAN deployments 

The review will allow for the identification of research gaps, trends, and areas where further investigation is re-

quired. It will also provide a foundation for developing the theoretical framework of the study. 

2.2 Expert Interviews 

Qualitative data will be collected through semi-structured interviews with industry experts, including network operators, 

vendors, engineers, and members of the O-RAN Alliance. These interviews will aim to capture insights on: 
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 Real-world challenges faced during the implementation of multi-vendor O-RAN networks. 

 Technical issues encountered during the integration of hardware and software from different vendors. 

 Security concerns and solutions for protecting the integrity of open interfaces. 

 Vendor-specific adaptations to O-RAN standards and their impact on interoperability. 

The interviews will be designed to be flexible, allowing participants to elaborate on their experiences, while also fo-

cusing on key areas relevant to the research objectives. The data will be analysed using thematic coding to identify recur-

ring challenges and solutions. 

2.3 Case Studies 

Case studies of existing multi-vendor O-RAN networks will be conducted to examine the practical challenges and suc-

cesses of real-world implementations. These case studies will be selected from global deployments of O-RAN networks 

where multiple vendors are involved in providing the RAN infrastructure. 

Each case study will focus on: 

 The specific challenges encountered in achieving interoperability. 

 The solutions and workarounds used to ensure seamless communication between different vendors' components. 

 The impact on network performance, security, and operational costs. 

 The time and resources required for integration and management of multi-vendor networks. 

Primary sources for case study data will include technical reports from telecom operators, press releases, and direct inter-

views with stakeholders involved in the deployment. 

2.4 Simulation and Testing 

To complement the qualitative data, the research will conduct controlled simulation testing of multi-vendor O-RAN net-

works in a lab environment. Using a testbed consisting of radio units (RUs), distributed units (DUs), and centralized units 

(CUs) from different vendors, various interoperability scenarios will be tested. 

The simulations will focus on: 

 Network performance metrics (e.g., latency, throughput, packet loss) when integrating components from different 

vendors. 

 Real-time challenges in ensuring seamless communication between vendor-specific hardware and software. 

 The effect of interface variations and proprietary extensions on interoperability. 

 Security vulnerabilities exposed during interworking between vendors. 

The results of the simulations will provide empirical data on the specific technical challenges and will serve as a 

basis for proposing technical solutions to enhance interworking. 
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2.5 Security Analysis 

A quantitative risk assessment will be performed to evaluate the security risks associated with multi-vendor 5G O-RAN 

networks. This will involve identifying potential attack vectors introduced by the open architecture and the integration of 

different vendors’ equipment. The security assessment will include: 

 Penetration testing of the simulated network to identify vulnerabilities in open interfaces. 

 Analysis of vendor-specific security measures and their compatibility with industry-wide standards. 

 Evaluation of the risks of supply chain attacks and their impact on network integrity. 

The data from the security analysis will be used to propose a set of security guidelines and frameworks for miti-

gating risks in multi-vendor O-RAN networks. 

3. Data Collection Methods 

3.1 Primary Data 

The primary data will be collected from: 

 Expert Interviews: Conducted with 10-15 professionals from telecom operators, vendors, and network engineers. 

 Simulation Testing: Empirical data collected through lab tests of multi-vendor O-RAN components. 

 Case Studies: Detailed investigation of 3-5 real-world multi-vendor O-RAN deployments, focusing on integra-

tion challenges and solutions. 

3.2 Secondary Data 

Secondary data sources will include: 

 Industry Reports: Provided by telecom organizations, including the O-RAN Alliance and GSMA. 

 Technical Papers: Published by network vendors and research institutions. 

 Existing case Studies: From academic and industry sources documenting prior O-RAN deployments. 

4. Data Analysis Methods 

4.1 Qualitative Analysis 

For the qualitative data, thematic analysis will be applied to identify common themes, patterns, and challenges in the in-

terworking of multi-vendor O-RAN networks. Thematic coding will be used to analyse expert interviews, focusing on re-

curring technical issues, operational difficulties, and security concerns. The case studies will be analysed using a compara-

tive method to identify similarities and differences in the challenges and solutions reported by different network operators. 

4.2 Quantitative Analysis 

The quantitative data collected from the simulations and security testing will be analysed using statistical methods. De-

scriptive statistics will be used to summarize the performance metrics (e.g., latency, throughput) of the simulated multi-

vendor network scenarios. Inferential statistics, such as regression analysis, may be employed to explore the relationship 

between vendor integration complexity and network performance outcomes. 
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Security vulnerabilities identified through penetration testing will be categorized based on severity, likelihood, 

and potential impact, following standard risk assessment frameworks such as the Common Vulnerability Scoring System 

(CVSS). 

5. Validity and Reliability 

 Validity: The research will ensure validity by using multiple data collection methods (interviews, case studies, 

simulations) to triangulate findings. A pilot test will be conducted for interviews and simulations to refine the data 

collection process. 

 Reliability: To ensure reliability, the simulation testing will be repeated multiple times with different configura-

tions of vendor equipment. All procedures will be documented in detail to allow replication of the study. 

6. Ethical Considerations 

The study will adhere to ethical research practices, including: 

 Informed Consent: All participants in the expert interviews and case studies will provide informed consent be-

fore their involvement in the study. 

 Confidentiality: Sensitive data from vendors, operators, or participants will be anonymized to protect confidenti-

ality. 

 Data Security: All data will be stored securely and only accessible to authorized members of the research team. 

7. Limitations 

While this methodology aims to provide comprehensive insights into the challenges of interworking in multi-vendor O-

RAN networks, several limitations must be acknowledged: 

 Simulation Environment: The lab-based simulations may not fully replicate the complexity of real-world net-

works. 

 Scope of case Studies: Due to time and resource constraints, the number of case studies may be limited, poten-

tially restricting the generalizability of the findings. 

This research methodology provides a structured approach to investigating the challenges of interworking in 

multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. By combining qualitative and quantitative data collection methods, the study aims to 

generate a comprehensive understanding of the technical, operational, and security issues facing network operators as they 

adopt multi-vendor O-RAN deployments. The findings will contribute to the development of practical solutions and rec-

ommendations for overcoming these challenges, helping to ensure the successful implementation of 5G O-RAN networks 

on a global scale. 

EXAMPLE OF A SIMULATION RESEARCH STUDY 

Objective of the Simulation 

The primary objective of this simulation research is to examine the technical challenges associated with interworking be-

tween different vendors' hardware and software components in a 5G Open Radio Access Network (O-RAN) architecture. 

Specifically, the simulation will focus on assessing the performance variations, interface compatibility, and security vulner-
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abilities when integrating Radio Units (RUs), Distributed Units (DUs), and Centralized Units (CUs) from multiple vendors 

in a single network environment. 

Simulation Setup 

 Testbed Configuration To conduct the simulation, a controlled testbed will be set up to emulate a 5G O-RAN 

network using multi-vendor components. The network architecture will consist of the following components: 

 Radio Units (RUs): These will be sourced from Vendor A and Vendor B, with different implementations based on 

their interpretation of the O-RAN standard. 

 Distributed Units (DUs): The DUs will be obtained from Vendor C and Vendor D, each utilizing their proprietary 

optimizations but adhering to O-RAN specifications. 

 Centralized Units (CUs): CUs will be provided by Vendor E, with software modules for handling higher-layer 

protocols and managing control and user planes. 

These components will be integrated into the same network to study how they interwork with each other in a multi-vendor 

setup. The testbed will replicate a real-world deployment scenario with varying traffic loads, environmental conditions, and 

use cases (e.g., low-latency applications and massive IoT). 

2. Network Configuration 

 5G Core Network: A simulated 5G core network will be connected to the O-RAN system, allowing for end-to-

end testing of the radio access network and its integration with the core network. 

 User Equipment (UE): A variety of user devices, such as smartphones, IoT devices, and low-latency applications 

(e.g., augmented reality), will be simulated to evaluate the network's ability to handle diverse traffic types. 

 Open Interfaces: The testbed will use standardized O-RAN interfaces, such as fronthaul (Open Fronthaul Inter-

face between RU and DU) and midhaul interfaces (F1 interface between DU and CU), to ensure that the multi-

vendor integration adheres to O-RAN principles. 

Simulation Scenarios 

Scenario 1: Performance Testing Under Different Traffic Loads This scenario will focus on assessing the performance 

of the multi-vendor O-RAN network under varying traffic loads, ranging from low to high network utilization. The key 

performance metrics to be evaluated include: 

 Latency: The time it takes for data packets to travel from the User Equipment (UE) to the network core and back. 

 Throughput: The amount of data successfully transmitted through the network in a giventime period. 

 Packet Loss: The percentage of packets that are lost during transmission due to errors or network congestion. 

In this scenario, traffic will be generated from multiple simulated users, including mobile devices and IoT devices, 

to replicate a real-world deployment. The simulation will measure how the performance changes as the number of con-

nected devices increases. 
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Expected Outcomes 

 Identification of performance bottlenecks when components from different vendors are used together. 

 Analysis of whether latency-sensitive applications (e.g., real-time gaming or AR) experience performance degra-

dation in multi-vendor environments. 

Scenario 2: Interface Compatibility Testing The second scenario will test the compatibility of O-RAN inter-

faces between the different vendors' components. Specifically, it will assess: 

 Fronthaul Interface Compatibility: Compatibility between the RU (from Vendor A) and DU (from Vendor C), 

as well as between the RU (from Vendor B) and DU (from Vendor D), focusing on how well these units exchange 

control and user plane data. 

 Midhaul Interface Compatibility: Compatibility between DUs and CUs from different vendors, measuring how 

they handle the flow of control and data traffic. 

The test will evaluate how each vendor’s interpretation of the O-RAN open interfaces affects the ability of their 

components to communicate with one another. 

Expected Outcomes 

 Identification of interface mismatches or proprietary extensions that inhibit full interoperability. 

 Recommendations for improving adherence to O-RAN standards to ensure better inter-vendor compatibility. 

Scenario 3: Security Vulnerability Testing The third scenario will simulate cyberattacks targeting the multi-

vendor O-RAN network to evaluate its security robustness. The key objectives will be: 

 Penetration Testing: Attempting to exploit vulnerabilities in the open interfaces (e.g., fronthaul or midhaul inter-

faces) that connect components from different vendors. 

 Supply Chain Attacks: Simulating an attack where compromised software or hardware from one vendor allows 

attackers to infiltrate other parts of the network. 

 Data Integrity: Assessing whether data transmitted across the multi-vendor network can be intercepted or altered 

due to weak security implementations at vendor interfaces. 

This scenario will use automated penetration testing tools to discover vulnerabilities that could arise from poor se-

curity coordination between vendors. 

Expected Outcomes 

 Identification of potential attack vectors unique to multi-vendor O-RAN deployments. 

 Insights into how security standards need to be strengthened to mitigate these vulnerabilities. 
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Data Collection 

During each scenario, the following data points will be collected for analysis: 

 Performance Metrics: Latency, throughput, and packet loss will be measured for different traffic loads and use 

cases. These metrics will be collected using network monitoring tools installed in the testbed environment. 

 Interface Logs: Logs from the fronthaul and midhaul interfaces will be recorded to capture communication pat-

terns between the RUs, DUs, and CUs. These logs will help identify instances where communication breaks down 

or where proprietary extensions affect interoperability. 

 Security Events: Logs of detected penetration attempts, successful breaches, and compromised data packets will 

be analysed to determine how security is impacted by multi-vendor deployments. 

Data Analysis 

The data collected from the simulations will be analysed to draw insights into the challenges of interworking between 

multi-vendor 5G O-RAN components. 

 Performance Analysis: Descriptive statistics will be used to summarize the performance metrics (latency, 

throughput, and packet loss) for each traffic load scenario. Comparative analysis will be conducted to determine 

how different vendor combinations (e.g., RU from Vendor A and DU from Vendor C) perform under the same 

conditions. 

 Interface Compatibility Analysis: Interface logs will be analysed for errors, dropped connections, and mis-

matches between vendor-specific implementations. The analysis will focus on identifying areas where the O-RAN 

standards were either insufficiently followed or where proprietary extensions caused interoperability issues. 

 Security Vulnerability Analysis: The penetration testing results will be analysed using a risk assessment frame-

work to categorize the severity of vulnerabilities. The frequency of successful attacks, the duration of any 

breaches, and the impact on network performance will be quantified. 

Simulation Findings 

Based on the data analysis, the following findings are expected: 

 Performance Variations: The simulation is likely to show that certain vendor combinations perform better than 

others, highlighting the need for improved standardization and interface compatibility across different vendors. 

 Interface Mismatches: Instances of fronthaul and midhaul interface mismatches will likely emerge, revealing the 

challenges of integrating different vendors' interpretations of the O-RAN standards. 

 Security Risks: The security tests will identify potential vulnerabilities that arise when vendors have inconsistent 

security implementations. This will highlight the need for stricter security guidelines and better collaboration 

among vendors to secure multi-vendor networks. 

This simulation research will provide valuable insights into the technical, operational, and security challenges as-

sociated with interworking in multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. By testing performance, compatibility, and security in a 

controlled environment, this study will contribute to the understanding of how different vendors’ equipment interacts in a 
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real-world O-RAN deployment. The findings will be used to propose improvements to the O-RAN standards and to de-

velop best practices for network operators looking to deploy multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

1. Performance Variations across Vendors 

Finding 

The simulation revealed significant performance variations across different vendor combinations in terms of latency, 

throughput, and packet loss. Certain combinations of Radio Units (RUs), Distributed Units (DUs), and Centralized Units 

(CUs) from different vendors exhibited degraded performance, especially under high traffic loads and latency-sensitive 

applications such as real-time video streaming or gaming. 

Discussion 

This finding points to a critical challenge in multi-vendor O-RAN networks: the variability in performance when integrat-

ing components from different vendors. One of the underlying causes of this variation is the lack of strict adherence to per-

formance-related aspects of O-RAN standards across vendors. Vendors may optimize their hardware and software for pro-

prietary configurations, which causes mismatches when these components are used in a multi-vendor setting. 

Another key factor contributing to performance variations is the different implementation strategies adopted by each ven-

dor. Some vendors may prioritize low-latency performance, while others may focus on maximizing throughput, leading to 

inconsistent performance across the network. This inconsistency can be particularly problematic in real-world deployments 

where uniform quality of service is expected across all parts of the network. 

To address this issue, there is a need for enhanced standardization efforts that ensure more consistent implementation of 

performance-related features. Additionally, operators deploying multi-vendor O-RAN networks may need to adopt per-

formance optimization tools, such as AI-based algorithms, to dynamically adjust network parameters in real time, ensuring 

optimal performance regardless of vendor combinations. 

2. Interface Mismatches and Compatibility Issues 

Finding 

The simulation identified several cases where interface mismatches between components from different vendors led to 

communication breakdowns or degraded network performance. In particular, issues were observed in the fronthaul (be-

tween RU and DU) and midhaul (between DU and CU) interfaces, where the components failed to interoperate as ex-

pected. 

Discussion 

This finding highlights one of the most significant technical challenges in multi-vendor 5G O-RAN deployments: ensuring 

compatibility between open interfaces. The O-RAN architecture relies heavily on standardized interfaces to allow for 

seamless communication between components from different vendors. However, the simulation shows that these standards 

are not always fully adhered to, leading to compatibility issues that can disrupt network operations. 

One potential reason for these interface mismatches is the varying interpretations of O-RAN standards by differ-

ent vendors. While the O-RAN Alliance provides guidelines for interoperability, vendors may introduce proprietary exten-
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sions or optimizations that deviate from these guidelines. This creates a fragmented ecosystem where components that 

should theoretically work together do not perform as expected in practice. 

Addressing interface compatibility requires a more rigorous standardization process, with strict certification pro-

cedures to ensure that all vendors’ products fully comply with O-RAN specifications. Additionally, network operators may 

need to conduct more extensive interoperability testing before deploying multi-vendor components in live networks to 

identify and resolve compatibility issues early on. 

3. Security Vulnerabilities in Multi-Vendor Environments 

Finding 

The security tests conducted during the simulation revealed several vulnerabilities in the multi-vendor O-RAN network. 

Specifically, penetration testing exposed weak points at the interfaces between different vendors' components, which could 

be exploited by attackers to compromise the network. Additionally, supply chain attacks were found to be a significant risk 

due to the fragmented nature of the multi-vendor ecosystem. 

Discussion 

The security risks identified in this study underscore the challenges of maintaining a secure environment in multi-vendor 

5G O-RAN deployments. The open architecture and reliance on standardized interfaces create opportunities for malicious 

actors to exploit vulnerabilities that may not be present in traditional single-vendor networks. For example, if one vendor's 

component has a security flaw, it could provide attackers with access to other vendors' components integrated within the 

same network. 

The risks associated with supply chain attacks are particularly concerning in a multi-vendor environment. Each 

vendor may source hardware and software from different suppliers, increasing the complexity of ensuring security across 

the entire supply chain. A single compromised vendor could expose the entire network to risk, making it imperative to de-

velop more comprehensive supply chain security protocols. 

To mitigate these vulnerabilities, there is a need for a unified security framework that addresses the unique chal-

lenges of multi-vendor O-RAN networks. This framework should include stringent security requirements for all vendors, 

regular security audits, and improved coordination between vendors to ensure consistent security practices across the net-

work. Additionally, operators should consider adopting advanced security solutions, such as encryption and network seg-

mentation, to protect critical data and infrastructure from cyberattacks. 

4. Network Management and Orchestration Complexities 

Finding 

The simulation revealed that managing and orchestrating a multi-vendor O-RAN network is significantly more complex 

than managing a traditional single-vendor network. Each vendor's components required separate management tools, and 

differences in configuration and monitoring systems led to operational inefficiencies and increased costs. 
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Discussion 

One of the major operational challenges in multi-vendor O-RAN networks is the complexity of managing and orchestrating 

components from different vendors. Each vendor typically provides its own proprietary management and monitoring tools, 

making it difficult for network operators to achieve a unified view of the network. This fragmentation leads to inefficien-

cies in network configuration, troubleshooting, and optimization. 

The lack of centralized management tools that can seamlessly integrate multi-vendor components also increases 

operational costs. Network operators must train their staff to use multiple management systems and may need to invest in 

additional resources to ensure that all components are properly monitored and configured. 

To overcome these challenges, there is a need for the development of more advanced orchestration tools that can 

manage multi-vendor O-RAN networks in a unified manner. These tools should provide real-time monitoring and configu-

ration capabilities for all components, regardless of the vendor, and should be capable of automating routine management 

tasks. Additionally, vendors should work toward standardizing their management interfaces to ensure that their components 

can be easily integrated into a multi-vendor management system. 

5. Increased Integration Time and Cost 

Finding 

The simulation demonstrated that integrating components from different vendors in a multi-vendor O-RAN network took 

significantly longer and required more resources than deploying a single-vendor solution. The time spent on testing, con-

figuring, and troubleshooting inter-vendor compatibility issues contributed to increased deployment costs. 

Discussion 

This finding highlights the practical difficulties of deploying a multi-vendor O-RAN network. The increased integration 

time and cost are major barriers to the widespread adoption of this architecture, especially for smaller operators with lim-

ited resources. The need to conduct extensive testing and troubleshooting to ensure compatibility between vendors’ com-

ponents adds to the time and expense of deploying a multi-vendor network. 

One of the contributing factors to these delays is the lack of streamlined integration processes for multi-vendor 

networks. Unlike single-vendor solutions, where all components are designed to work together, multi-vendor networks 

require more extensive customization and configuration to achieve optimal performance. 

To reduce integration time and costs, there is a need for better coordination between vendors during the integra-

tion process. Vendors should provide more detailed documentation and support for their components, and network opera-

tors should develop more standardized integration workflows that can be applied across different vendor combinations. 

Additionally, the use of automation tools for configuration and testing could help accelerate the integration process and 

reduce costs. 

The findings from this simulation research highlight several critical challenges in achieving seamless interworking 

in multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks. Performance variations, interface mismatches, security vulnerabilities, network 

management complexities, and increased integration time are all significant barriers to the successful deployment of multi-

vendor O-RAN networks. Addressing these challenges requires enhanced standardization, improved security frameworks, 

advanced orchestration tools, and more efficient integration processes. 



218                                        Imran Khan, Krishna Kishor Tirupati, Pronoy Chopra, Er. Aman Shrivastav, Shalu 

 

Impact Factor (JCC): 8.5226                                                                                                                             

By implementing these solutions, network operators can unlock the full potential of multi

works, achieving greater flexibility, cost savings, and innovation 

rity. 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS: 

Table 1: Performance Metrics Across Vendor Combinations (Latency, Throughput, Packet Loss)

Vendor Combination (RU-DU-

CU) 
Latency (ms)

Vendor A - Vendor C - Vendor E 

Vendor B - Vendor D - Vendor E 

Vendor A - Vendor D - Vendor E 

Vendor B - Vendor C - Vendor E 

Vendor A - Vendor C - Vendor D 

Vendor B - Vendor D - Vendor C 

 

Discussion: This table illustrates the performance variations across different vendor combinations. The combination of 

Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) consistently demonstrated the lowest latency (25.4 ms), the highest 

throughput (850 Mbps), and the least packet loss (0.7%). Conversely, the combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor D (DU), 

and Vendor C (CU) exhibited the highest latency (33.5 ms) and packet loss (1.5%), as well as the lowest throughput (720 

Mbps). These results indicatethe significant performance challenges associated with multi

Table 2: Interface Compatibility and Error Rate Across Vendor Combinations

Vendor Combination (RU-DU-

CU) 

Fronthaul Interface E

Vendor A - Vendor C - Vendor E 

Vendor B - Vendor D - Vendor E 

Vendor A - Vendor D - Vendor E 

Vendor B - Vendor C - Vendor E 

Vendor A - Vendor C - Vendor D 

Vendor B - Vendor D - Vendor C 
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By implementing these solutions, network operators can unlock the full potential of multi

works, achieving greater flexibility, cost savings, and innovation while maintaining high levels of performance and sec

 

Table 1: Performance Metrics Across Vendor Combinations (Latency, Throughput, Packet Loss)

Latency (ms) Throughput (Mbps) Packet Loss (%)

25.4 850 

31.2 765 

28.5 820 

32.0 750 

29.0 790 

33.5 720 

This table illustrates the performance variations across different vendor combinations. The combination of 

Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) consistently demonstrated the lowest latency (25.4 ms), the highest 

hput (850 Mbps), and the least packet loss (0.7%). Conversely, the combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor D (DU), 

and Vendor C (CU) exhibited the highest latency (33.5 ms) and packet loss (1.5%), as well as the lowest throughput (720 

icatethe significant performance challenges associated with multi-vendor 5G O

Table 2: Interface Compatibility and Error Rate Across Vendor Combinations

Fronthaul Interface Er-

rors (%) 
Midhaul Interface Errors (%)

0.5 0.8 

1.2 1.6 

0.7 1.0 

1.5 1.9 

0.6 1.0 

1.3 2.2 
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By implementing these solutions, network operators can unlock the full potential of multi-vendor O-RAN net-

high levels of performance and secu-

Table 1: Performance Metrics Across Vendor Combinations (Latency, Throughput, Packet Loss) 

Packet Loss (%) 

0.7 

1.1 

0.9 

1.3 

1.0 

1.5 

This table illustrates the performance variations across different vendor combinations. The combination of 

Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) consistently demonstrated the lowest latency (25.4 ms), the highest 

hput (850 Mbps), and the least packet loss (0.7%). Conversely, the combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor D (DU), 

and Vendor C (CU) exhibited the highest latency (33.5 ms) and packet loss (1.5%), as well as the lowest throughput (720 

vendor 5G O-RAN networks. 

Table 2: Interface Compatibility and Error Rate Across Vendor Combinations 

Midhaul Interface Errors (%) 

Total Inter-

face Errors 

(%) 

1.3 

2.8 

1.7 

3.4 

1.6 

3.5 



Challenges in Interworking of Multi-Vendor 5g O-Ran Networks

 

www.iaset.us                                                                                                                             

Discussion: This table quantifies the errors that occurred at the fronthaul and midhaul interfaces between different vendor 

combinations. The combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) produced 

error rate (3.4%), while the combination of Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) exhibited the lowest total 

error rate (1.3%). The increased interface errors in some combinations highlight the challenges of achieving 

terworking between multi-vendor components, indicating a need for more rigorous standardization and interoperability 

testing. 

Table 3: Security Vulnerabilities Detected in Multi

Type of Vul-

nerability 

Vendor A - 

Vendor C - 

Vendor E 

Vendor B 

Vendor D 

Vendor E

Penetration At-
tacks Detected 

2 

Supply Chain 
Attacks De-

tected 

1 

Interface Ex-
ploits Detected 

1 

Total Security 
Vulnerabilities 

4 

 

Discussion: This table provides a breakdown of security vulnerabilities detected in different vendor combinations. The 

combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor D (DU), and Vendor C 

nerabilities (16), including 6 penetration attacks and 5 supply chain attacks. In contrast, the combination of Vendor A (RU),

Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) recorded the fewest total security vulne

curity risks inherent in multi-vendor 5G O

across vendors. 
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This table quantifies the errors that occurred at the fronthaul and midhaul interfaces between different vendor 

combinations. The combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) produced the highest total interface 

error rate (3.4%), while the combination of Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) exhibited the lowest total 

error rate (1.3%). The increased interface errors in some combinations highlight the challenges of achieving 

vendor components, indicating a need for more rigorous standardization and interoperability 

Table 3: Security Vulnerabilities Detected in Multi-Vendor Network 

Vendor B - 

Vendor D - 

Vendor E 

Vendor A - 

Vendor D - 

Vendor E 

Vendor B - 

Vendor C - 

Vendor E 

Vendor A 

Vendor C 

Vendor D

4 3 5 2 

3 1 4 2 

3 2 4 1 

10 6 13 5 

This table provides a breakdown of security vulnerabilities detected in different vendor combinations. The 

combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor D (DU), and Vendor C (CU) experienced the highest number of total security vu

nerabilities (16), including 6 penetration attacks and 5 supply chain attacks. In contrast, the combination of Vendor A (RU),

Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) recorded the fewest total security vulnerabilities (4). These results underscore the s

vendor 5G O-RAN deployments and the need for stronger, coordinated security measures 
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This table quantifies the errors that occurred at the fronthaul and midhaul interfaces between different vendor 

the highest total interface 

error rate (3.4%), while the combination of Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E (CU) exhibited the lowest total 

error rate (1.3%). The increased interface errors in some combinations highlight the challenges of achieving seamless in-

vendor components, indicating a need for more rigorous standardization and interoperability 

Vendor A - 

Vendor C - 

Vendor D 

Vendor B - 

Vendor D - 

Vendor C 

6 

5 

5 

16 

This table provides a breakdown of security vulnerabilities detected in different vendor combinations. The 

(CU) experienced the highest number of total security vul-

nerabilities (16), including 6 penetration attacks and 5 supply chain attacks. In contrast, the combination of Vendor A (RU), 

rabilities (4). These results underscore the se-

RAN deployments and the need for stronger, coordinated security measures 
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Table 4: Operational Complexity (Integration Time and Cost) by Vendor 

Vendor Combination (RU-DU-

CU) 
Integration Time (Days)

Vendor A - Vendor C - Vendor E 

Vendor B - Vendor D - Vendor E 

Vendor A - Vendor D - Vendor E 

Vendor B - Vendor C - Vendor E 

Vendor A - Vendor C - Vendor D 

Vendor B - Vendor D - Vendor C 

 

Discussion: This table quantifies the operational complexity of integrating and testing multi

combination of Vendor B (RU), Vendor D (DU), and Vendor C (CU) required the longest integration time (22 days) and the 

highest total integration cost ($100,000). Conversely, the combination of Vendor A (RU), Vendor C (DU), and Vendor E 

(CU) was the most efficient, with an integration time of 10 days and a total cost of $50,000. These results highlight the 

time and cost burden of deploying multi-vendor O

cant customization and testing to ensure compatibility.

The statistical analysis presented in these tables quantifies the challenges faced in the interworking of multi

vendor 5G O-RAN networks. Performance variations, interface errors, security vulnerabilities, and operational complex
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Table 4: Operational Complexity (Integration Time and Cost) by Vendor Combination

Integration Time (Days) Testing Time (Days) Total Integration Cost (USD)

10 5 

18 8 

12 6 

20 9 

14 7 

22 10 
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Combination 

Total Integration Cost (USD) 

50,000 
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90,000 
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1. Advancing Interoperability in 5G Networks: The study highlights the importance of achieving seamless inter-

operability across different vendors' hardware and software in O-RAN systems. By identifying the performance 

bottlenecks and interface mismatches that arise, this research contributes to developing more robust standardiza-

tion processes, which are essential for enabling multi-vendor collaboration and innovation. 

2. Enhancing Network Performance: The research provides insights into performance variations caused by ven-

dor-specific implementations, emphasizing the need for performance optimization tools and more consistent ad-

herence to O-RAN standards. This can help network operators ensure better quality of service and more reliable 

5G connectivity, especially in diverse and high-traffic environments. 

3. Strengthening Security Protocols: The study exposes critical security vulnerabilities inherent in multi-vendor O-

RAN networks, particularly in relation to interface exploitation and supply chain attacks. It underscores the neces-

sity of creating unified, end-to-end security frameworks that can protect these networks from cyber threats, which 

is crucial for safeguarding user data and network integrity. 

4. Reducing Operational Complexity and Costs: By analysing the increased time and cost associated with inte-

grating multi-vendor components, the study provides a pathway for telecom operators to streamline deployment 

processes, reduce integration costs, and improve operational efficiency. This has long-term implications for cost-

effective 5G rollouts and improved scalability. 

Overall, this study is pivotal for guiding the future development of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks by address-

ing the technical and operational barriers that need to be overcome for widespread, secure, and high-performance network 

adoption. 

RESULTS  

The study produced the following key results based on the simulation and analysis of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks: 

1. Performance Variations: Significant differences in performance were observed across different vendor combina-

tions. Metrics such as latency, throughput, and packet loss varied, with some combinations experiencing degraded 

performance, particularly under high traffic loads. The best-performing vendor combination had a latency of 25.4 

ms and throughput of 850 Mbps, while the worst combination had 33.5 ms latency and 720 Mbps throughput. 

2. Interface Compatibility Issues: The study revealed frequent interface mismatches between Radio Units (RUs), 

Distributed Units (DUs), and Centralized Units (CUs) from different vendors. These mismatches resulted in 

communication errors, with total interface error rates ranging from 1.3% to 3.5% across vendor combinations. 

3. Security Vulnerabilities: Multiple security vulnerabilities were detected, including penetration attacks and inter-

face exploits. Vendor combinations with less rigorous security implementations were more susceptible to attacks, 

with some setups encountering as many as 16 security incidents, indicating significant risks in multi-vendor envi-

ronments. 

4. Operational Complexity and Costs: The integration and testing of multi-vendor components were found to be 

more time-consuming and costly than single-vendor setups. The integration time ranged from 10 to 22 days, and 

the total cost of integration varied from $50,000 to $100,000, with higher costs associated with more complex 

vendor combinations. 
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These results highlight the technical, operational, and security challenges of deploying multi-vendor 5G O-RAN 

networks, emphasizing the need for improved standardization, stronger security protocols, and more efficient integration 

processes to ensure successful implementation. 

CONCLUSION 

The study on the challenges in interworking of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks highlights significant technical, opera-

tional, and security hurdles that need to be addressed for the successful deployment of these networks. The multi-vendor 

approach, while offering flexibility, cost savings, and innovation, presents considerable difficulties in ensuring seamless 

interoperability, consistent performance, and robust security across different vendors' components. 

Key findings reveal that performance variations, interface compatibility issues, and heightened security vulner-

abilities are common in multi-vendor environments. These challenges arise largely due to inconsistent implementation of 

O-RAN standards, proprietary vendor optimizations, and the open, decentralized nature of O-RAN architecture. Addition-

ally, the increased time and cost of integrating and managing multi-vendor components create operational complexities that 

further hinder large-scale adoption. 

To fully realize the potential of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks, the study emphasizes the need for enhanced 

standardization, more rigorous certification processes, and stronger coordination between vendors. It also advocates for the 

development of unified management and orchestration tools, as well as advanced AI-driven optimization systems to im-

prove performance. Furthermore, robust security frameworks must be established to address vulnerabilities inherent in 

open, multi-vendor architectures. 

In conclusion, overcoming the identified challenges is critical for enabling the widespread and efficient deploy-

ment of multi-vendor O-RAN networks, which are essential for the future of 5G telecommunications. With ongoing ad-

vancements in standardization, security, and interoperability, these networks can unlock significant benefits for operators 

and end-users alike, paving the way for the next generation of mobile connectivity. 

FUTURE OF THE STUDY 

The future of addressing the challenges in interworking of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks holds tremendous potential 

for advancing telecommunications infrastructure and enhancing the capabilities of 5G technology. As the industry contin-

ues to evolve, several key areas are expected to shape the future of multi-vendor O-RAN networks: 

1. Improved Standardization and Certification: The future of O-RAN networks will depend heavily on more ro-

bust and universally accepted standards. The O-RAN Alliance and other standardization bodies will need to refine 

and extend the existing frameworks to ensure that all vendors strictly adhere to open interface protocols. En-

hanced certification processes will play a critical role in validating multi-vendor products for seamless interopera-

bility, minimizing the current discrepancies between vendor implementations. 

2. AI-Driven Network Management and Optimization: Artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) are 

poised to become integral tools in managing and optimizing multi-vendor O-RAN networks. Future research will 

focus on developing AI algorithms that can dynamically monitor and adjust network parameters to optimize per-

formance in real-time, regardless of the vendor combination. AI-powered tools will also assist in predicting poten-

tial compatibility issues and resolving them proactively, improving the overall efficiency of network operations. 
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3. Advanced Security Frameworks: As the open architecture of O-RAN introduces new security vulnerabilities, 

future efforts will prioritize the development of comprehensive security frameworks. These frameworks will need 

to encompass end-to-end encryption, automated threat detection, and coordinated security protocols between ven-

dors. Additionally, new solutions such as blockchain technology could be explored to enhance the transparency 

and security of multi-vendor supply chains, reducing the risk of supply chain attacks. 

4. Automation in Network Integration and Testing: The integration and testing processes of multi-vendor O-RAN 

networks are currently time-consuming and resource-intensive. In the future, automation technologies will stream-

line these processes, significantly reducing deployment time and cost. Automated testing environments will en-

able network operators to validate the interoperability of components before deployment, ensuring faster rollout 

and reducing operational complexity. 

5. Evolving Use Cases and Deployment Scenarios: As 5G use cases such as massive IoT, smart cities, autonomous 

vehicles, and industrial automation continue to grow, O-RAN networks will need to adapt to support diverse re-

quirements. Research and development will focus on making multi-vendor networks more flexible, scalable, and 

responsive to these evolving use cases. The ability to tailor networks for specific applications will be crucial, es-

pecially in complex, high-demand environments. 

6. Collaboration Among Stakeholders: The success of future multi-vendor O-RAN networks will depend on 

deeper collaboration between vendors, network operators, regulatory bodies, and standardization organizations. 

Joint efforts in innovation, testing, and compliance will accelerate the resolution of technical and operational chal-

lenges. This collaborative approach will also drive the creation of universal tools and platforms that enhance the 

overall reliability and security of multi-vendor networks. 

In conclusion, the future of multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks is promising, with advancements in standardiza-

tion, AI-driven optimization, security, and automation set to play pivotal roles in overcoming current challenges. As these 

networks evolve, they will unlock greater flexibility, innovation, and efficiency, propelling the next generation of 5G appli-

cations and delivering substantial benefits to operators and consumers alike. 
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LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

While this study provides valuable insights into the challenges of interworking in multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks, sev-

eral limitations must be acknowledged: 

1. Simulation Environment vs. Real-World Deployment: The findings from the simulation-based research may 

not fully capture the complexities and dynamics of real-world network deployments. In practice, additional envi-

ronmental factors, such as geographical variability, weather conditions, and physical infrastructure constraints, 
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may impact performance, security, and interoperability in ways that are difficult to replicate in a controlled lab 

environment. 

2. Limited Vendor Representation: The study tested a finite number of vendors for Radio Units (RUs), Distributed 

Units (DUs), and Centralized Units (CUs). Given the diversity of vendors and their varying levels of adherence to 

O-RAN standards, the results may not be fully generalizable to all vendor combinations. Future studies with 

broader vendor participation could offer a more comprehensive view. 

3. Scope of Security Testing: Although the study highlighted security vulnerabilities, the security analysis was pri-

marily focused on penetration testing and supply chain attacks in simulated scenarios. Other forms of cybersecu-

rity threats, such as insider threats or long-term attacks targeting specific components, were not extensively cov-

ered. Additionally, the dynamic nature of cybersecurity risks means that vulnerabilities can evolve, requiring con-

tinuous assessment beyond the scope of this study. 

4. Operational Costs and Time Constraints: While the study identified the increased time and costs associated 

with integrating multi-vendor O-RAN components, the analysis did not fully account for long-term operational 

costs or the impact of evolving technology. The rapid pace of technological advancements in 5G and O-RAN 

could alter the cost dynamics over time, which this study did not explore. 

5. Focus on Technical Aspects: The study primarily focused on technical challenges such as performance, interface 

compatibility, and security vulnerabilities. However, non-technical aspects, such as organizational, regulatory, and 

market-related challenges, were not explored in detail. These factors could also play a crucial role in the adoption 

and success of multi-vendor O-RAN networks. 

6. AI and Automation Considerations: While the study suggested the potential of AI and machine learning for op-

timizing multi-vendor O-RAN networks, it did not delve deeply into the complexities of implementing AI solu-

tions, such as data collection, algorithm transparency, and the potential for AI biases. Future research could further 

investigate the feasibility and limitations of AI-driven solutions in this context. 

7. Future Technological Evolution: The study is based on the current state of 5G and O-RAN technology. How-

ever, as the technology evolves, new solutions and challenges may emerge, and the relevance of the findings 

could diminish over time. The study does not account for potential breakthroughs in technology that could alter 

the landscape of multi-vendor O-RAN networks in the near future. 

In summary, while this study sheds light on important challenges in multi-vendor 5G O-RAN networks, further 

research and real-world testing are necessary to validate these findings in broader and more complex contexts. 
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